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Subject Area: Language Arts 

Grade Level: Kindergarten
Unit Title: Nature
Lesson Title: The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Objectives:
Students will gain knowledge of a caterpillar’s life stages.

Students will practice their counting skills and knowledge of the days of the week.

Students will demonstrate their gained knowledge through a visual aid.
Materials/Resources Needed:

One copy of The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle

Two pipe cleaners per student

One 3-section egg cart per student (MECCA)
One set of colored markers per table group/student
One paint brush per student

One water cup per student

Glue

One set of googly eyes per student
Anticipatory Set:
Pictures of caterpillars and butterflies will be placed around the room before the students enter the class room the day of the lesson.

The activity will begin with a brainstorming activity on the characteristics and proposed life stages of a caterpillar/butterfly.
Objective/Purpose:
Students will be able to demonstrate general understanding of a grade-level literary text; touching on Benchmark EL.00.LI.06: retell, reenact, dramatize, or draw stories or parts of stories.
Input:
An understanding of the relationship between a caterpillar and a butterfly must be implemented. This will be communicated through our brainstorming activity with additional clarification by the teacher when necessary.
Model:

An example of the finished product of the egg carton caterpillar will be brought in for the students to see.
Check for Understanding:
After the caterpillars have been finished, a class discussion will take place focusing on sharing what the student has learned from this activity, brainstorming discussion, or the book. 
Guided Practice:
1. The lesson will begin with a brainstorming activity. Topics are (but not limited to) the following:
a. The characteristics of a caterpillar/butterfly
b. The life cycle of a caterpillar/butterfly
c. Where/when you see caterpillars/butterflies
2. The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle will then be introduced and read to the class; incorporating discussion based on prediction throughout the story.
3. A class discussion will follow to check comprehension of the students.
4. The egg carton caterpillar art project will be introduced using the model.

a. Materials will be passed out to each student and they will being working on their caterpillars.
b. Each student will be given a three section egg carton to be used as the body of the caterpillar, two googly eyes to be used as its eyes, and two pipe cleaners to be used as its antennas.
c. Markers will be given to decorate its body as desired.
d. Each student will begin by decorating the body with colored markers.
e. Students will next glue the googly eyes on and the pipe cleaners will be attached (an adult will assist the students in making holes for the pipe cleaners to be attached where the student desires).
f. The caterpillar is then completed.
5. Once the students have finished creating their caterpillars, a classroom discussion will take place.

Students will share their thoughts about the art activity, book, and any questions about today’s lesson will be answered.

To check comprehension, students will be given the chance to answer questions about the stages of a caterpillar/butterfly’s lifecycle.

Closure:
Because the art activity is based on the creativity of each individual, the project will be evaluated by the effort observed during its creation not the accuracy or aesthetics of the final project.
Independent Practice:
Students will be given a homework assignment in the form of a worksheet. The worksheet will randomly list the stages of a caterpillar/butterfly’s lifecycle. Students will have number each stage to identify the correct order of the lifecycle.
