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Subject Area: Art/Biology

Grade Level: Elementary
Unit Title: Nature
Lesson Title: Egg Cup Flowers
Objectives:

Students will gain knowledge of the life cycle of a flower.
Students will create a visual aid to help enrich their understanding.

The impact of humans on the environment will be discussed.
Materials/Resources Needed:


For the flower:


Egg cartons – Styrofoam or cardboard (MECCA)


Candy liners/cups or mini muffin liners/cups – made of paper



Beads



Thick pipe cleaner



Scissors



Glitter and glue (optional)



Paint, brushes, and water (optional)



Markers (optional)



Pencils


For the vase:



Paper towel or toilet paper roll (MECCA)


Yogurt or margarine lid (MECCA)



Markers or paint/brushes/water



Glue and glitter
Anticipatory Set:

A variety of real flowers will be brought in/photographs of real flowers will be brought in
A large poster/photograph of a flower will be put in the front of the classroom to help identify the various parts of a flower
Object/Purpose:
Students will gain knowledge of the life cycle and various parts of a flower while creating their own visual aid. Students will also discuss the impact that human beings have on the environment. Various benchmark standards will be met such as (these may be adjusted for the age group at hand): Organisms: Understand the characteristics, structure, and functions of organisms; Describe how daily choices of individuals, taken together, affect global resource cycles, ecosystems and natural resource supplies.
Input:


Prior exposure to flowers, an idea of what environmental impact is.
Model:

One finished egg cup flower will be placed at each table to display what the finished product may look like.
Check for Understanding:

After the students have finished their flowers, students will either fill out a worksheet depicting various parts of a flower or write about the life cycle/environmental impact we have on nature; the activity is dependent upon age range.
Guided Practice:

1.  The lesson will begin by looking at pictures of real flowers.
2.  A short biology lesson will be implemented highlighting the life cycle of a flower and the names of the various parts of the flower. (The depth may be adjusted for age and understanding.)

3.  The class will then enter a discussion about factors that may hinder a flowers growth – leading into an environmental impact discussion.

4.  Students will then be asked to look at the flowers on their table – this example will be used to introduce the project at hand.

a. Students will begin by creating the flower first.

i. Each student will be given one “cup” of the egg carton.

ii. Decorate the cups with markers, paint, and/or glitter (if desired).

iii. Take one cup and poke a hole in the center of this – holes may be pre-made if working with young students

iv. Poke a hole in the center of the candy/muffin liner.

v. Place the liner inside the cup and stream a pipe cleaner through both holes.

vi. Place a bead or two on the end of the pipe cleaner – inside liner – and twist the ends to hold the beads in place.

vii. The flower is then completed.

viii. You may repeat this if more than one flower is desired.

b. Students will next create the vase.

i. Decorate the paper towel/toilet paper roll with paint or markers.

ii. Decorate the yogurt lid with glue and glitter (if desired)/

iii. Glue the toilet paper tube to the yogurt lid and let dry.

iv. Once dry, the vase in now finished.

c. Place the flowers inside the vase; the project is now completed.
Closure:

The evaluation of the flowers will be based upon the effort during the creation. Students will also be evaluated on the worksheet/project presented once their flower is completed.
Independent Practice:

Students will gain independent practice by researching ways we can help reduce our environmental impact and help enhance the beauties of nature.
